
The organ and violin will be dancing together at St Columba Church 
on 18th July 2021 

Kemp English (organ) with Yuka Eguchi (violin) 
 
After a highly successful solo organ performance at St Columba Church in 2016, Kemp English makes 
a welcome return on the 18th July this year.  

On this occasion he will be joined 
by his partner, the renowned 
violinist and NZSO Assistant 
Concertmaster, Yuka Eguchi. Kemp 
and Yuka will present a magical 
programme showcasing the 
inspirational works of the 
contemporary Norwegian 
composer Mons Leidvin Takle, 
including newly composed and 
arranged works dedicated to the 
duo.  Additionally, alongside 
Takle’s delightful, refreshing and 
approachable music, will be a rare 
chance to hear W.S. Lloyd 
Webber’s Benedictus for violin and 
organ and works by Massenet, 
Paradise, Handel and the New 
Zealand composer Richard 
Madden. Another highlight will be 
Yuka performing Fritz Kreisler’s 
virtuosic Recitativo and Scherzo-
Caprice for solo violin. This not-to-
be-missed concert will take place 
at St Columba Church, 480 Ti 
Rakau Drive, Botany on Sunday 
18th July at 2.30pm. 

 

Dr Kemp English is one of New Zealand’s leading concert performers. Much in demand as a solo 
organist, specialist fortepiano exponent and collaborative pianist, he relishes the opportunity to work 
in a diverse array of styles and periods. He tours the world regularly giving solo performances in such 
venues as the Hong Kong Cultural Centre, Sydney Town Hall, Westminster Central Hall, Tewkesbury 
Abbey, Chester Cathedral, Hull City Hall, Montpellier Cathedral, National Centre for Early Music (UK), 
Auckland, Wellington and Dunedin Town Halls, Scots’ Church Melbourne, Elder Hall Adelaide, 
University of York, University of Glasgow and the Western Australian Academy of Performing 
Arts.  Kemp has produced 23 critically acclaimed CDs on the Decca, Naxos and Ode record labels. His 
recordings are often heard on Radio New Zealand, the ABC, BBC Radio, Classic FM UK and USA radio 
networks with several discs being nominated for the NZ Music Awards ‘Classical Album of the Year’. 
Kemp studied at the Royal Academy of Music in London and at the universities of York and Adelaide. 
Prior to becoming free-lance in 2005, he was an Executant Lecturer in Music at the University of Otago.  
 
Yuka Eguchi has been Assistant Concertmaster of the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra since 2015. 
Prior to settling in New Zealand she led both the Japan Philharmonic Orchestra (2007-2011) and Tokyo 
Mozart Players (2006-2011) and was - and continues to be - a frequent guest concertmaster 



throughout Japan. In addition to her orchestral role Yuka maintains a busy career as a soloist and 
chamber musician. Yuka began learning the violin at the age of three and by the time she was eight 
was touring the world with the renowned violin teacher Dr Suzuki and a select group of his most 
talented students. In only her second year at high school she won the 55th Japan Music Competition. 
After taking up a scholarship from Indiana University to study with the legendary Josef Gingold (Joshua 
Bell’s teacher), Yuka went on to win prizes in the Washington International Competition and 
prestigious Paganini Competition in Genova, Italy.  
 
“The performers had a great rapport, making a harmonious partnership, and Yuka’s liveliness had 
the audience in fits of laughter, as she played her violin while dancing through the hall, amongst 
them. In summary, it was one of the best concerts ever offered by Cromwell Community Arts, and 
perhaps to the most appreciative audience. 

 
 


